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CHAPTER I 
. 
INTRODUCTION 
Statement of the problem. The purpose of this study is to 
compile, tabulate and analyze the spelling errors made by ninety 
pupils in three second grades for a period of eight weeks. 
It is hoped that this study will serve as an aid in improv-
ing the content of the second grade spelling program; a means 
of recognizing the common spelling errors made by second grade 
children; and an aid in determining a more functional spelling 
list which will include the words used· and misspelled most 
frequently by these children. 
Justification. The spelling program varies greatly in 
content and in methods of study in different places. Research 
is agreed that there has been a need for investigations of types 
and causes of errors for many years. y 
Masters said that: 
Among the many problems which are in need of study 
in the field of spelling instruction, an afualysis of the 
types and causes of errors is surely of great value. 
Attempts to discover how best to teach difficult words 
cannot be very profitable until investigations have 
first determined the frequencies of the various types of 
difficulties and the words in which they are found. 
The spelling program for second graders seems to be an 
excellent p lace for further investigation. 
I -1-
y 
Russell has stated: 
Spelling disability is often caused by failure to 
acquire in the primary grades techniques of handling 
letter sounds, syllables, word analysis, similarities 
and differences in words and other basic skills. 
v 
Gueler further emphasizes this by saying: 
Teachers of spelling are becoming aware that large 
numbers of words being misspelled in the upper grades 
are words which were in the vocabularies of children at 
an early age and continue in active use as part of their 
writing vocabularies for years to come. 
The written composition of the children is used in this 
T 
I 
,, 
I 
y 
1 study. Durrell says: 
I 
I 
·I 
Spelling is more closely related in its applications 1 
to written composition than to any other school subject. I 
• • • • It is preferable that a child develops II 
security in use of small spelling vocabulary suitable to 
his grade and derived from the demands of written com- 1 
position to his attempting mastery of a long list from '!1 
which will result confusion concerning unrelate. d words. \
1
J 
•••• The final test of spelling is the written 
composition of the pupil~ 
Scope and limitation. The written work o~ ninety children il 
;I in three second grades in a large elementary school for an 
I 
I 
eight week period was compiled, tabulated and analyzed for 
spelling errors. 
I!Z D. H. Russell. Characteristics of Good and Poor Spellers. 
Contributions to Education, No. 727, New York: Bureau of Pub- !j 
lications, Teachers College, Columbia University, 19~7, p. 67. II 
y w. s. Gueler. "Primary-Grade Words Frequently Misspelled by 
Higher-Grade Pupils". The Elementary School Journal, 44: 295-
300, January 1944. 
~~ ~Donald D. Durrell. Improvement of Basic Reading Abilities. 
New York: World Book Company, 1940, pp. 267, 268, 276. 
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The written work at second grade level is necessarily 
limited. 
Restatement of the problem. The problem of this thesis is I 
to ·compile, tabulate and analyze the spelling errors made by 
second grade children in their written work for a period of 
eight weeks. 
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CHAPTER II 
RELATED P~SEARCH 
'I'he purpose of this study is to compile, tabulate and 
J 
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II 
analyze spelling errors of second grade children. The follow-
ing is some of the research which has been done in the area of :1 
spelling. 
ll 
Spache found that the earliest systems of classifying 
II 
spelling errors in any of the bibliographies of studies related 11 
to spelling used by him to be that of Douse in 1900. 
Investigations of spelling errors made by 
y 
Hollingworth 
in 1918 showed that the most frequent and interesting errors 
I 
I! were due to lapses. These errors included omission, substitu-
tion and transposition. 
!:/ 
Book and Harter made an investigation in 1926 to 
determine the kinds of mistakes which learners of spelling 
regularly make. They secured 520 test papers in spelling per 
grade from all the pupils in Bloomington , Indiana public 
schools in grades 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8; 608 compositions from 
'!J George Spache. "A Critical Analysis of Various Methods of 
Classifying Spelling Errors." 'I'he Journal of Educational 
Psychology, 31: 111, February 1940. 
I g! Leta s. Hollingworth. The Psychology of Special Disability 
In Spelling. Teachers College, Contribution to Education, 
No. 88, New York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 1918, 
p. 8. 
'ij William F. Book and Richard s. Harter. "Mistakes Which 
Pupils Make in Spelling". Journal of Educational Research, 
11 
19: 106, February 1929. ----- --
!I 
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,, 
freshman and sophomore classes and 1,492 themes from freshman 
students at Indiana University. From these papers 18,840 
mistakes were made and classified. Among the eighteen types of 
errors listed were omission, addition, transposition, substi-
tution and phonetic spelling. y 
Spache declared that: 
Vocabulary knowledge is a more significant deter-
minant of spelling success than intelligence, partic-
ularly ~~ the first five grades. 
Carroll- analyzed the spelling errors of one hundred 
bright children and one hundred dull children from the fourth 
and fifth grades. He came to the following conclusions: 
1. Bright and dull children show marked differ-
ences of degree in the kinds of spelling errors which 
they make. 
a. The bright make a higher percentage of 
one-letter errors. 
b. The dull make a higher percentage of 
group errors. 
2 . Bright and dull children are affected differ-
ently by the length of tre word and by the position of 
the syllable. 
a. The bright have a lower percentage of 
difficulty with the shorter words and 
a higher percentage of difficulty with 
the longer words than the dull. 
b . The brighter have a lower percentage of 
difficulty with the first part of t he word 
and a higher one with the middle and last 
parts. 
!7 George Spache. 11 Spelling Disability Correlates I-Factors 
Probably Causal i n Spe l l i ng Disability. 11 Journal of Educat ion -
al Research, 34 : 575, April 1941. 
y Herbert A. Carroll. Generaliz at ion of Bri~h~ ~d Dull 
Chil dren--A Comparative Study With Special Referenc e to 
Spelline; . Teachers College , Contribution to Educat ion, No. 439 
Hew York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 1930, p. 54. 
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3. The bright are much more likely than the dull 
to spell words phonetically. 
4. The psychological explanation of each of these 
differences a ppears to lie in the marked superiority of 
the bright over the dull in phonetic generalization 
ability . y 
Britton:l. collected app roximately 200 themes from each of 
eighteen second grade groups which included about 720 children's 
contributions. Approximately half (1,729) of the themes were I' 
directed. The other half (1,8 45) we r e written without teacher 
help of any k ind. After 397 proper nouns and expressions not 
recorded in a dictionary, which had been used 1,947 times and 
misspelled 597 times we r e subtracted from the totals, the 
tabulation showed 2, 675 different words and 14,346 spelling 
mistakes in a total of 120,336 running words. 
The on e hundred most frequently used words were written 
83,309 times, a p ercentag e of 69.2 of the total, and were 
misspelled 5,99 4 times. The one hundred most frequently mis-
s pelled words we re misspell ed 6,921 times. The most frequently 1 
misspelled words , too, was written 825 times and missed 51 6 
times. 
gj 
F itzgerald collected three thousand one hundred and 
y Frances J. Britton and James A. F itzgerald. "The Vocabulary ! 
and Spelling Errors of Second Grade Children's Themes". 
Elementary En glish Review, XIX: 43, 44. February 19 42. 
?:J James A. Fitzge r ald. "Words Misspelle d Most Frequently by 
Children of the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Grade Levels in Life 
1 Outside the School". Journal of Educational Research, 26: 215, ' 
218, November 1932 . 
I 
I 
eight-four letters written by children of the fourth, fifth 
and sixth grade levels in life outside of school from forty-
one states in the United States. Letters were written by 
· children from both rural and city school systems. 
covered that: 
He dis-
The large number of spelling errors (20,142) 
made by children in friendly letters written in life 
outside the school calls attention sharply ~o the 
deficiency of transfer of spelling skill from school 
lessons to natural writing. y 
I Gates and Russell claimed that: 
II Present spelling is difficult for the following r easons: 
I 
I 
a. One letter may have many sounds, as 11 a 11 in _. 
ate, at, arm, path, care, tail and what. 
b. The same sound may be g iven many different 
combinations of letters as in no, low, owe, 
sew, four, beau, dough and chauffeur. 
I! 
c. Few spelling rules apply to many words and 
the value of most rules is lost because of 
the large number of exceptions. • ••• and 
li advocated one classification of various types of err ors: 
I 
II 
I 
1. Additions. 
2. Insertions. 
3 . Omissions. 
4 . Substitutions. 
II 
5. Transpositions. 
6 . Phonetic err ors. 
5:.1 
Dolch lists the following as causes of poor s pelling : 
1. Lack of desire to spell well. 
2. Lack of succe ss. 
3. Don't know method of learning . 
lyArthur I . Gates and H. David Russell. Diagnostic and 
lj Remedialt S;g'elling Manual. Bureau of Publications, New York: 
Teachers College, Colurabia Unive~sity, 1940, pp. 6. 12. 
·1y ·william Dolch. Better Spelling . Champaign, Illinois: The 
IGarrand Press, 19 42 , p . 238. 
~ ,, 
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li 
I s 
4 . R!eliance on one method. 
Y a Cole st ted that studies of errors began to appear in 
1914 and by 19131 there had been ten of them. • • • She also 
claimed that t h e data on children's errors is certain ly not 
utilized to its fullest e x tent in helping teachers to prevent 
mistakes ••• 1· • 
following groub s: 
Cole listed spelling errors among the 
1 • oh i s s ion • 
2. A~ditions and subtractions. 
3. Transpositions and reversals. 
4. Pr onetic substitutions. 
5. Non phonetic substitutions. 
spacheg/or served: 
Casual inspection of almost any child's spelling 
paper revpals that omissions, additions, substit1 t.:i..ons 
and transp ositions comprise the majority, if not all, 
of the spel lling errors. 
~ 
McKee bell.ieved that: 
Care ~ul tabulation of important errors found in 
the spont~neous writings of children should furnish 
data on the spelling difficulty of the individual 
words. S~ch a procedure probably would provide a 
more vali~ measure of spelling difficulty than 
would ordinary testing . 
~ 
Suzzallo I noticed that: 
Today teaching in spelling aims to get rid of 
err or by anticipating and preventing it through a 
1 y Luella Cole I· The Elementary School Subjects. New York: 
Rinehart and Company, Inc., l946, pp . 225, 249, 230. 
I 
1 ?J George S:P-acl e. op. cit. p. 111. 1! 
3/Paul McKee. ~ "Research Values in Children's Writing Vocabu-
I'aries." Elem~ntary English Review, 7: 76, March 1930. 
I if Henry Suzzaf.lo. The Teaching of Spelling. New York: World 
Book Company, l911~ p. 9, 29 . 
I 
watchful supervision of first i mpressions and asso-
ciations ••••• 
Spelling has come to deal with the child's real 
spelling needs no matter in which subject they occur, 
but more particularly with those that rise in 
connection with written composition. y 
Fernald claimed that: 
The most satisfactory vocabulary is supplied by 
the child. • • • Children who learn to spell by 
learning new words as they write what they want to say 
will not nee d to be supplied with spelling books or 
formal word lists of any sort. 
2/ 
Tidyman- claimed that: 
In seeking to discover what words really form 
the child's vocabulary only spontaneous compositions 
should be considered, for in the literal reproductions 
large numbers of unassimilated words of the text are 
certain to be brought into the written work. • • • • 
The more we become absorbed in the thought and 
composition the less sure we are of the spelling of 
words. • • • • We may re ga rd a word as learned when 
it is used freely and with a high de gree of accuracy 
in ordinary composition, such as in lette r writing. 
Hildreth~emphasized that: 
Even with the best of teaching , years of thorough 
drill, steady effort and concen tration on the pupil's 
I part, the majority of pupils will still not learn to 
11 · spell a large vocabulary simply because they will never 
in::.t a life time make much use of a large vocabulary in 
writing ••••• 
In the construct±on of spelling lists more 
conside ration should be g iven to frequency of use 
and pupils everyday needs of spelling in writing . 
II 
f7 Grace Fernald. Remedial Techniques in Basic School Subjects. 
New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company Inc., 19 43 , p. 20 6 . 
II 
gj William F. Tidyman. The Teaching of Spelling. New York: 
Wor ld Book Company, 1919, PP~ 4, 39. 
~/ Gertrude Hildreth. " New Light on the Spelling Problem." 
Elementary English Review, XXV: 205, 206~ 207, April 1948 
9 
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y 
Gunderson felt that: 
Perhaps teachers should be as tolerant about 
spelling errors in the child's beginning efforts as 
they are about his errors in beginning reading, 
remembering that perfection is not achieved by avoid-
ing words of whose spelling the pupil is uncertain 
but by developing the child's confidence and spelling 
ability so that he will use the words which best 
express his thoughts ••••• 
In spelling more than any other subject probably, 
the content and the method of instruction should be 
individualized. 
?:) 
Nolde noticed that: 
Much confusion in spelling is caused by yhe 
breakdown of phonetics, by double letters and by 
variety of vowel combinations ••••• 
A great help in overcoming this trouble is 
rationalization and the organization of words in 
groups. 
21 
the 
Hudson and Toler concluded from their study that: 
Remedial instruction in auditory~visual discrim-
ination pays big emphasis in the improvement of spell-
ing . They suggest that no less emphasis should be 
g iven to the usual and important techniques of getting 
clear visual, auditory, vocal and kinaesthetic images 
of specific words but that an increased emphasis be 
pl aced on the as sociation;·,of auditory and visual 
patterns which make up words. 
i/ 
Makey stresses the fact that: 
Words in practical use appear in sentences not 
in isolation. Spelling should be taught; giving 
y Agnes G. Gunderson. nwriting Vocabularies of Seven-Year-
Olds.11 Elementary School Journal, 43: 593, June 1943. 
/ 5:./ Ellenj arden Nolde. "Classroom Spelling: Experimental Notes. ' 
The Englis~ Journal, XXXVIII: 280, May 1949. 
~Jess S. Hudson and Lola Toler. ninstruction inAuditory and 
Visual Discrimination As A Means of Improving Spelling." 
Elementary School Journal, 49: 469, April 1949. 
Elementary 
10 
i/ Herman 0. Makey. "Giving Spelling Life." 
English Review, 27: 308, May 1950. 
---~ -----11--~--
II 
spelling list does not teach. y 
Seegers summarizes some of the research by stating that 
to build vocabulary one should provide a classroom and school 
a "meaning vocabulary" and a word list. 
?:/ 
Nolde emphasized that: 
Words are not used by themselves in actual 
practice but in context; therefore dictation is the 
only satisfactory type of drill that will establish 
the spelling of a word as an unvarying habit •••• 
To provide adequate training in continuing 
attention to words as they are used in the stream of 
writing, spelling exercise should be in the form of 
sentence or paragraph dictation. Even though use of 
this method allows only a small number of words to be 
presented it compensates by building the habit of 
accurate and considered writing. 
~ 
In the Thirty-Eighth Yearbook Horn and McKee claimed that ~ 
Instruction in spelling thrives best in the 
setting of a rich curriculum that includes among many 
things a sound program in written composition as such 
and ample opportunity for the use of sensible types of 
writing activities in connection with all school work. 
I' 
I 
I 
ll 
II 
1
1 y Conrad J Seegers. " Recent Research in Vocabulary Develop-
!! ment. 11 Elementary English Review. 23: 67, February 1946. II 
?J Ellenjarden Nolde. op. cit., p. 280. · 
~ National Society For the Study of Education. Child Develop J 
ment and the Curriculum. Thirty-Eighth Yearbook, Part I. ' 
Bloomington, Illinois: Public School Publishing Company, 1939, 
p. 241. I 
,, 
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Relihan observed from her study that: 
1. Most of the words misspelled were supplementary · 
ones. 
2. There is need of individual and class supple-
mentary spelling lists. 
3. There is need of improvement of transfer from 
spelling to other written work and from one 
grade to the next. 
4. The greatest number of errors of highest 
frequency were those of substitution and 
omission. 
v 
Fuller pointed out that: 
1. There is a definite need for individual 
supplementary spelling lists. 
2. Spelling errors are more frequent in supple-
mentary words. 
3. The most frequent errors in the words .. of high-
est frequency showed that the majority of 
errors were errors of omission and substitution. 
~ 
Van Dusen found that: 
1. The~e is a definite need for class supplementary 
spelling lists. 
2. Many opportunities should be provided for the 
frequent use of these words in written work. 
3. The words in the spelling text do not adequate-
ly meet the needs of the pupil in his free 
writing. 
4. There is little transfer from the words that 
have been previously taught to the use of 
those words in written work. 
y Katherine Frances Relihan. "A Compilation, Tabulation and 
Analysis ~f Spelling Errors in Grade Three for an Eleven Week 
Period. 11 Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
School of Education, Boston, Mass. 1947, pp.33-34. 
'?:./ Marion Coombs Fuller. 11 A Compilat i on, Tabulation and 
Analysis of Spelling Errors in Grade Four for a Ten Week 
Period." Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
School of Education, Boston I\'Ia:S.s;.:;--19.49, pp. 41-42. 
1/ £1 A. Elizabeth Van Dusen. "A Compilation, Tabulation and 
!1 Analysis of Spelling Errors in Grade Three for an Eight Week 
il Period." Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
1 School of Education, Boston, Mass. 1947, pp. 31-32. 
I 
il =========·r=-======================================================================~========= 
Research shows that even though much thought has been 
g iven to the area of spelling there have been very few inves-
~ tigations comparing spelling errors in the written work with 
the spelling that is being taught at each grade level. 
Investigations such as those of Fuller, Relihan and Van 
Dusen show that more thought is being given to this area but 
that there is a definite need for more research especially 
at each grade level. 
This study follows the general pattern of these three 
recent studies in that it is a compilation, tabulation and 
analysis of spelling errors but this one is at the second 
grade level. 
13 
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
Restatement of problem. The purpose of this study was to 
compile, tabula te and analyze . the spelling errors in the 
s p ontaneous written work of ninety pupils in the three second 
grades at one school for a period of eight weeks beginning 
April 16, 1951 and ending June 15, 1951. 
The ch ildren represented many nationalities and many were 
from homes ·wher e both parents worked. The mean chronold>g ical 
age was 7 years 10 months and the mean I. Q. was 103. 
Method of collecting errors. At the end of each day 
during the eight weeks of this . study the spontaneous written 
vvork done in each of the three second grades was collect e d and 
checked for spelling errors. 
During this period 1,485 papers were collected. In the 
area of number work there were 112 papers, in spelling 235, 
in language 493 and i n social studies 645. 
Arrangement of misspellings during process of collecting 
errors. A file card was used for each of the misspelled words. 
On each file card was listed the v a rious ways in which the 
word was misspelled. If the same type of error was repeated, 
t h is was noted by checking orig inal error. Each card was 
divided into the following subject areas; language, number 
work, s pelling and social studies. Each time an error was 
-14-
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I 
I 
I made the subject area was noted. 
WORD 
SAMPLE CARD(front) 
Classification 
of Error 
Misspelling Tabulation 
of 
Misspelling s 
SAMPLE CARD (back) 
Grade Level 
of 
Word 
Language Number Work Spelling Social Studies 
(T abulation of each misspelling) 
Analysis of ~pelling errors. The classification used in 
analyzing the errors was that which was most often used by 
research workers mentioned in this study. It was as follows: 
1. Omission. 
2. Addition. 
3. Substitution. 
4 . Transp osition. 
5. Phonetic 
Compilation of spelling errors. At the end of the eigh t 
we ek period all of the errors which had been collected were 
compiled. 
The total number of words misspelled by the ninety pup ils 
were listed alphabetically. Then the words were rearranged 
15 
II 
II 
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in ord~r o~ rank frequency and listed. 
While the words were being compiled the following facts 
were n oted: 
1. The number of times the word was misspelled. 
2. The types o~ errors which were made. 
3. The grade level of each word. 
4 . The subject in which the word was misspelled. 
Tabulation of spelling errors. Each word in the e n tire 
list of spelling errors was tabulated as follows: 
1. The grade level of each word was checked by I 
Y/ consulting books in the Progressive Word Mastery 
series from grade two to eight. Words not listed 
in the second grade spelling text were classi~ied 
a s supplementary. 
2. The grade level of the word was listed. 
3. The total number of misspellings for every ·word 
was listed. 
4 . The subject in which the word was misspelled was 
tabulated. 
5. The number of times a word was misspelled in 
d ifferent subjects was listed. 
6. The number of subjects i n which each word was 
misspelled was recorded. 
The data were analyzed and the results are presented in 
the next chapter. 
Progressive Word Mastery. New York: 
Merrill Com:ganY- l942. 
=='------=== 
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The data were analyzed to find: 
1. The words misspelled and their frequency. 
2. The grade level of each word misspelled. 
3. The most frequent s p elling errors. 
4. The total number of different words m!Usspelled 
in various subjects. 
5. The total misspelling s in each subject. 
Table I shows each of the 609 misspelled words arranged 
in order of frequency. 
-17-
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TABLE I 
T•JORDS MI SSPELLED BY NINETY SECOND GRADE CHILDREN 
ARRANGED IN RANK ORDER OF FREQUENCY 
went 47 father 21 end 16 
with 44 had 21 have 16 
there 43 nest 21 kind 16 
are 35 please 21 made 16 I 
house 34 apple 20 name 16 
back 33 goes 20 our 16 
where 33 of 20 pennies 16 
bird 31 said 20 people 16 
girl 30 some 20 train 16 
about 29 SU!J1mer 20 away 15 
daddy 38 came 19 birds 15 
every 27 children 19 catch 15 
s chool 27 much 19 doll 15 
boy 25 two 19 farm 15 
they 25 when 19 here 1.5 
four 24 babies 18 keep 15 
read 24 ball 18 little 15 
story 24 jump 18 other 15 
a gain 23 may 18 so 15 
baby 23 and 17 year 15 
know 23 friend 17 add 14 
ba seball 22 horse 17 am 14 
beach 22 morning 17 a nimals 14 
black 22 sa\'IT 17 ask ll~ 
like 22 bE cau se 16 climb 14 
-
19 
TABLE I (Continued) 
for 14 fine 12 playing 11 
many 14 garden 12 running 11 
play 14 has 12 same 11 
send 14 heard 11 store 11 
sent 14 mother 12 until 11 
take 14 my 12 water 11 
this 14 near 12 wish 11 
airplane 13 swimming 12 aunt 10 
ate 13 their 12 before 10 
but 13 what 12 big 10 
got 13 white 12 boat 10 
hop 13 word 12 could 10 
met 13 working 12 leg 10 
more 13 animal 11 rabbit 10 
safe 13 bell 11 ready 10 
should 13 church 11 sing 10 
want 13 dog 11 was 10 
write 13 door 11 wooden 10 ,, 
after 12 from 11 build 9 
by 12 grass 11 dear 9 
cake 12 hold 11 eggs 9 
cousin 12 likes 11 gave 9 
deer 12 make 11 g rade 9 
each 12 party 11 him 9 
feel 12 played 11 lot 9 
I 
, J 
I 
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TABLE I (Continued ) 
one 9 monkey 8 fun 7 
room 9 oak 8 man 7 
small 9 parade 8 monkey 7 
soon 9 riding 8 o ' clock 7 
stones 9 sand 8 orange 7 I 
i them 0 sat 8 pieces 7 / 
'I three 9 sister 8 pony 7 
yesterday 9 squirre l 8 run 7 
afraid 8 then 8 Saturday 7 
around 8 vacation 8 say 7 
can 8 always 7 try 7 
caught 8 an 7 turtles 7 
circus 8 balloons 7 very 7 
come 8 bear 7 \!'Talk 7 
fat 8 bed 7 watch 7 
field 8 birthday 7 well 7 
first 8 bowl 7 wet 7 
friends 8 broke 7 why 7 
help 8 brought 7 will 7 
her 8 cents 7 v-ron 7 II 
horses 8 does 7 best 6 
laid 8 egg 7 bike 6 
long 8 eight 7 brother 6 
marbles 8 fishing 7 brown 6 
milk 8 found 7 coming 6 
---- - - - - - -
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TABL.E I (Continued) 
duck 6 use 6 nine 5 
early 6 we re 6 pretty 5 
fall 6 work 6 ride 5 
,, flowers 6 yellow 6 seat 5 
g randmother 6 apples 5 second 5 
great 6 be 5 show 5 
happy 6 beautiful 5 song 5 
helped 6 bought 5 still 5 
h is 6 candy 5 street 5 
home 6 chasing 5 sunshine 5 
hurt 6 comes 5 teacher 5 
it 6 country 5 that 5 
kitten 6 dollar 5 think 5 
lake 6 draw 5 third 5 
lamb 6 fast 5 t urt le 5 
lap / flying 5 5 0 us 
lots 6 funny 5 acorns 4 
mail 6 games 5 another 4 
need 6 get 5 balls 4 
nice 6 go ing 5 bicycle 4 
over 6 grow 5 camp 4 
paint 6 hammer 5 chair 4 
river 6 helps 5 chicken 4 
started 6 just 5 chickens 4 
toys 6 making 5 did 4 
22 
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TABLE I (Continued} 
dirt 4 picture 4 blueberry 3 
donkey 4 policeman 4 bottles 3 
down 4 puppies 4 box 3 
even 4 put 4 bracelet 3 
fell 4 rain 4 bright 3 
fence 4 rooster 4 call 3 
' 
firemen 4 safety 4 clay 3 
goat 4 sick 4 clean 3 
good 4 snake 4 climbing 3 
green 4 soft 4 cold 3 
having 4 something 4 corn 3 
head 4 stopped 4 dance 3 
hole 4 tadpole 4 dancing 3 
hurry 4 talk 4 died 3 
inch 4 taught 4 don't 3 
Indians 4 tell 4 drowned 3 
killed 4 ve getables 4 elephant 3 
lead 4 warm 4 feed 3 
leaves 4 wheel 4 fly 3 
liked 4 while 4 girls 3 
machine 4 yard L~ gone 3 
makes 4 afternoon 3 ground 3 
night 4 alligator 3 he 3 
ocean 4 bigger 3 hungry 3 
penny 4 bites 3 ice cream 3 
I 
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TABLE I (Continued) 
is 3 quarter 3 turkey 3 
jumps 3 ran 3 waiting 3 
kite 3 really 3 walking 3 
last 3 red 3 wash 3 
I late 3 right 3 washed 3 
;j leave 3 robin 3 window 3 
learn 3 rock 3 wise 3 
left 3 rope 3 would 3 
lion 3 round 3 barked 2 
lives 3 scream 3 biscuits 2 
lost 3 seven 3 bounce 2 
I mama 3 shells 3 bounced 2 
Memorial 3 side· 3 bread 2 
mountains 3 six 3 bring 2 
named 3 stayed 3 bus 2 
new 3 stick 3 called 2 
oats 3 suppose 3 car 2 
off 3 swim 3 carry 2 
oldest 3 swings 3 chase 2 
once 3 tiger 3 climbed 2 
open 3 time 3 color 2 
pail 3 tree 3 cotton 2 
ponies 3 trees 3 cut 2 
pool 3 trick 3 didn 't 2 
putting 3 truck 3 eat 2 
-
---
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TABLE I (CONTINUED) 
ever 2 pond 2 shining 2 
eye 2 puppy 2 skip 2 
falls 2 getting 2 sleepy 2 
f amily 2 give 2 soldier 2 
f i ght 2 glad 2 stepped 2 
fi l l 2 hands 2 stop 2 
fire 2 happened 2 string 2 
fisherman 2 hello 2 supper 2 
five 2 hide 2 sweater 2 
light 2 hit 2 telling 2 
live 2 hope 2 t eeth 2 
look 2 hopped 2 ten 2 
mine 2 hunting 2 thinking 2 
minute 2 if 2 those 2 
music 2 into 2 throw 2 
nails 2 jumped 2 throws 2 
needs 2 June 2 tonic 2 
next 2 rabbits 2 took 2 
north 2 rainy 2 tried 2 
old 2 ranch 2 turkeys 2 
or 2 road 2 t wirl 2 
out 2 robins 2 uncle 2 
paper 2 roof 2 visit 2 
25 
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TABLE I (Continued) 
pigeons 2 ropes 2 wagon 2 
pile 2 seen 2 wanted 2 
way 2 fourth 1 rode 1 
weeks 2 fruit l rose l 
-whistle 2 game 1 rough 1 
win 2 living 1 runs l 
woo ds 2 mice l sail 1 
writing 2 moves l seashore 1 
you 2 nose l secret l 
anniversary l not 1 she 1 
I boards 1 own 1 she ll 1 
boxes 1 park l sit 1 
bridge l pints l someone 1 
cellar l place l south 1 
child 1 plants 1 spring l 
couldn ' t 1 plays l Sunday 1 
cream 1 puddles 1 sure 1 
dancer l helper 1 tag 1 
deep 1 hens 1 television 1 
delivers 1 holding l theater 1 
di gging 1 in 1 thing 1 
dogs 1 jumping 1 things 1 
dollars l kept l thought 1 
26 
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TABLE I (Continued) 
dressed 1 kick 1 through 1 
e a sy 1 lettuce 1 today 1 
everything 1 quarts 1 trained 1 
farmer 1 raining 1 tricks 1 
trying 1 used 1 watches 1 
umbrellas 1 \•J"aited 1 yet 1 
uncles 1 wants 1 zebra 1 
upon 1 
This table shows tha t the frequency of errors ranged from 
47 to 1. The distribution of er r ors was as follows: 
41-50 errors 3 words 
31-40 errors 5 words 
21-30 errors 21 words 
11-20 errors 103 words 
1-10 e r r ors 477 words 
In Table II all the misspell e d wo r ds were arranged in 
alphabetical orde r and the g rade p lac ement of each word was 
tabulated for grades two through e i ght with t he words not 
listed for these grades classified as miscellaneous. 
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TABLE II 
GRADE LEVEL IN SPELLING TEXT OP HORD0 I•JISSPELLED 
BY . NINETY SECOND GRADE CHILDREN 
Grade Level Supplementary Words 
Words in Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
about X 
acorns X 
add X 
afraid X 
after X 
afternoon X 
again X 
airplane X 
alligator 
always X 
am X 
an X 
and X 
animal X 
animals X 
anniversary X 
another X 
apple X 
apples X 
are X 
-- -
---
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Misc . 
X 
I 29 
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TABLE II (Continued) 
Grade Level Supplementary Words 
Words in Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2: 3 4 5 6 7 8 ruse. 
around X 
' ask X 
ate X 
I aunt X 
away X 
I 
I babies X 
baby X 
1 back X 
ball X 
balloons X 
balls X 
barked X 
baseball X 
be X 
beach X 
bear X 
beautiful X 
because X 
bed X 
before X 
bell X 
-- - -- -
- ==---J.-.:. 
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TABLE II (Continued ) 
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TABLE II (Continued ) 
rade Level , 'uppl ementary .ords 
t' ords in Gra de Level 
Spelling Text 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1 isc . 
boxes 
boy X 
r ace let X 
bre8 d 
bri ge 
bright X 
ring X 
roke 
brother X 
rought 
brown X 
build X 
bu s v .A 
but X 
by X 
cake X 
call X 
called 
come X 
camp X 
- -- - -
Words 
can 
candy 
car 
carry 
catch 
caught 
cellar 
cents 
chair 
chase 
chasing 
chicken 
c ickens 
child 
children 
church 
circus 
clean 
c li~nb 
clim1 ?d 
- ---~ -
TABLE II (Cont inued ) 
Grade Level 
in 
pel ling Text 
2 
X 
X 
X 
X 
-
X 
Y.. 
:{ 
., 
-
X 
X 
X 
X 
--
Supplementary ~ ords 
Grade Level 
6 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
-
!vii sc . I 
3 3 
A Cont inued ) 
Gra e Level Sup 1 ne ntarv :-ords 
~)ords i n Grade r.eve l 
Spelling Text 
2 3 l~ 5 6 8 IvTis c .• 
clim ing X 
cold 
c lor 
c ome 
comes X 
camino X 
co n 
cotton X 
could X 
cm.1 lG.n 1 t X 
countr X 
c us in v 4 \o 
cream 
clay X 
cut 
daddy " 4~ 
a nee X 
dancer 
C.ancing X 
·- - ------
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TABLE II (Continued) 
Grade Level Supplementary Words 
Words in Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2 ] 4 
.2 6 :z 8 r;Ii sc. 
I dear X 
deep X 
I deer X 
delivers X 
did X 
didn 1 t X 
died X 
digging X 
dirt X 
does X 
dog X 
dog s X 
doll X 
dollar X 
dollars X 
donkey X 
don 1 t X 
door X 
down X 
draw X 
dressed X 
----
-- t=-
Words 
1
1
drowned 
:
1
duck 
I 
· each 
ll early 
1 
easy 
li eat 
1
1 egg . 
I 
I egg s 
1 eight 
1 elephant 
1, end 
,, 
even 
ever 
every 
everything 
eye 
fall 
falls 
family 
farm 
TABLE II (Continued 
Grade Level Supplementary Words 
in Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
---=- - - -:::----=... -- -==---==----
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I 
1 
i 
I 
JI'Iisc. J/ 
I 
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TABLE II . (Continued) II 
---------11 
Words 
farmer 
fast 
I fat 
father 
feed 
feel 
fell 
fence 
field 
fight 
fill 
fine 
fire 
firemen 
first 
fisherman 
1 
fishing 
five 
flowers 
fly 
flying 
=='--'=- -- -- -
Grade Level 
in 
Spelling Text 
2 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
3 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Supplementary Words 
Grade Level 
4 5 6 7 8 
I 
1'11 sc ~ I 
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TABLE II (Continued) 
I 
Grade Level Supplementary Words 
vJords in Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2~ 3 4 5 6 7 8 f1isc. 
for X 
found X 
four X 
fourth X 
friend X I I 
I 
I 
friends X 
from X 
fruit X 
fun X 
fUI1...ny X 
game X 
games X 
garden X 
gave X 
get X I 
getting X ,I 
girl X II 
girls X I! 
g ive X !\ 
glad X II 
goat X ;\ 
- -------- -----
Words 
goes 
going 
gone 
good 
got 
grade 
grandmother 
grass 
great 
green 
grou..Yl.d 
grow 
had 
hammer 
hands 
happened 
1 
happy 
has 
have 
having 
he 
I 
11 38 
TABLE II (Continued) 11--
1 
Grade Level Supplementary t-lords 
in Grade Level 
Spelling 11ext 
2 3 Lr 5 6 7 8 Misc . 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
---
-- -===---- ..::....- ---= -=:--.:---=-=====..._- --~-
TABLE II (Continued) 
!I 
I 
I 3·9 
I 
!I 
II 
------------------------- 11 
Words 
had 
heard 
hello 
help 
helped. 
1 helper 
helps 
hens 
her 
hear 
hide 
him 
his 
hit 
hold 
holding 
hole 
h ome 
hop 
hope 
hopped 
Grade Level 
in 
Spelling Text 
2 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
3 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Supplementary Words 
· Grade Level 
4 5 6 7 8 
X 
X 
II 
IvJis c. I 
X 
I 
I 
I 
II 
II 
II 
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TABLE II (Continued ) 
Grade Level Supplementary \vords 
Words in Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2· 3 4 5 6 7 8 i'1is c. 
horse X 
horses X 
house X 
hungry X 
hunting X 
hurry X 
hurt X 
if X 
in X 
inch X 
Indians X 
into X 
is X 
it X 
ice cream X 
jump X 
jumped X 
jumping X 
jumps X 
June X 
--
~-
--
Words 
just 
keep 
I' 
, kept 
' kick 
killed 
kind 
kite 
kitten 
know 
laid 
lake 
lamb 
la_p 
last 
l ate 
lead 
learn 
leave 
leaves 
left 
TABLE II (Continued) 
Grade Level 
in 
Spelling Text 
2 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
3 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Supplementary Words 
Grade Level 
4 5 6 7 8 
X 
X 
X 
------- ----
--- ·- -- -- ---
_il _!l-__ _ 
-l-1 --
11 
ru sc. 
==-c-=--
I 
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TABLE II (Continued) 
Grade Level Supplement ary ltJords 
Words in Grade :Level 
Spelling Text 
2 3 '-~- 5 6 7 8 Ivris c . 
leg x~ 
lettuce X 
I 
, light X 
I' like X 
1
1liked X 
likes X 
1 lion X 
1
little X 
1
live X 
I 
lives X 
living X 
long X 
' look X 
lost X 
lot X 
lots X 
machine X 
made X 
mail X 
ro.ake X 
makes X 
,I 
-
--
-----
---=-==-
-=r=-
I 
II 
- -+=--- -
I 
tl 
I! 
I 
,I 
I 
I 
!I 
! 
I 
I 
II 
II 
I 
Words 
making 
mama 
man 
many 
marbles 
may 
Memor ial 
met 
mice 
milk 
mine 
minute 
money 
monkey 
more 
morning 
mother 
mountains 
moves 
TABLE II 
Grade Level 
in 
Spelling Text 
2 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
----
43 
(Continued) 
Supplementary Words 
Grade Leve1l 
3 4 5 6 7 8 M. I lJ.sc. , 
I 
I 
I 
II 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
=---= = ~~--=--- .= 
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TABLE II (Continued ) 
• 
Grade Level Supplementary \iJords 
Words in Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 l'1 isc . 
much X 
music X 
my X 
nails X 
name X 
named X 
near X 
need X 
needs X 
nest X 
new X 
next X 
nice X 
night X 
nine X 
north X 
nose X 
not X 
45 
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TABLE II (Continued) I 
Grade Level Supplementary Words 
Words in Grade Leve 1 
Spelling Text 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Misc . 
oak X 
oats X 
ocean X 
o'clock X 
of X 
off X 
old X 
oldest X 
one X 
once X 
open X 
or X 
orange X 
other X 
our X 
out X 
over X 
own X 
--- - -= ---=- --
4-6 
TABLE II (Continued) 
Grade Level . Supplementary Words 
Words in Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2 3 ' 4 5 6 7 8 Misc. 
pail X 
paint X 
paper X 
parade X 
park X 
party X 
pennies X 
penny X 
people X 
picture X 
pieces X 
pigeons X 
pile X 
pints X 
place X 
plants X 
play X 
played X 
playing X 
plays X 
---
---
l 
I 
L 
I 
II 
,I 
! 
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TABLE II (Continued) 
Grade Level Supplementary Words 
v·vords . ;i.n Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2 3 4 5 6 7 
please X 
policeman X 
pond X 
ponies X 
pony X 
pool 
pretty X 
-
puddles 
puppy X 
puppies X 
put X 
putting X 
quarts X 
quarter X 
rabbit X 
rabbits X 
rain X 
raining X 
rainy X 
-:::_-_ --=---~-
---
8 
47 
I 
~ 
Misc . 
I' 
I 
I 
II 
I 
X 
X 
I 
II 
.---=- ---=: 
48 
TABLE II (Continued) 
Grade Level Supplementary Words 
Words in Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Mi sc . 
ranch X 
read X 
ready X 
really X 
red X 
ride X 
riding X 
right 2 
river X 
road X 
robin X 
robins X 
rock X 
rode X 
roof X 
room X 
rooster X 
rope X 
ropes X 
rose X 
----
I 
I 
I 11 ,I 
'I \49 _j~ 
'I 
,, 
I 
TABLE II (Continued) 
1: 
I 
lj Grade Level Supplementary vJords 
I' 
Words in Grade Level 
Spelling Text I 
,, 2 J 4 j 6 2 8 Misc. I 
!. 
lj 
ji rough X 
round X 
run X 
I, running X 
runs X 
safe X II 
I safety X 
sa i d X 
sail X 
same X 
sand X 
sat X 
Saturday X 
saw X 
say X 
il · school X I' 
II scream X 
II 
seashore 
I I 
X 
II 
seat X I' 
second II X II 
secret X I' I 
50 
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TABLE II (Continued) 
-1- -~ --
Grade Level Supplementary Hords 
e· Words in Grade Level Spelling Text 
2 J 4 .2 6 7 8 I''Iisc. 
I seen X 
send X 
sent X 
seven X 
she X 
shell X 
shells X 
shining X 
should X 
show X 
sick X 
side X 
sing X 
sister X 
sit X 
six X 
skip X 
sleepy X 
small X 
snake X 
so X 
r 
il II II 
~: I 51 
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11 TABLE II (Continued) 
II 
II 
II 
Grade Level Supplementer y Words 
II hfords in Grade Level 
Spelling '11ext 
2 2 4 .2 6 z 8 JVlis c. I 
soft X I 
soldier X 
some X 
someone X 
somethin g X 
song X 
soon X 
south X 
spring X 
squirrel X 
started X 
stayed X 
stepped X 
stick X 
still X 
stones X 
stop X 
stopped X 
store X 
story X 
street X II 
f --- --4 ; l ·~{. I . <.7; .'::.7~) lj 
.:,. . .; 1 · .!·~~~n 
II' ·· ... ·: .... 
.-' 
I 
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TABLE II (Continued) 
e Grade Level SupplementB~Y Words Words in Grade Level Spelling Text 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 .l\11 sc. 
string X 
summer X 
Sunday X 
sunshine X 
supper X 
suppose X 
sure X 
sweat er X 
s\'Iim X 
swimming X 
swings X 
tadpole X 
tag X 
ta.ke X 
talk X 
taught X 
teacher X 
telling X 
teeth X 
television X 
tell X I 
----- I 
I 
-----~~ 
TABLE II ( Con t inued) 
Grade Level Supplementary Words 
Words in Gra<ie Level 
Spelling Text 
4 6 2 3 5 7 8 JV"Ji sc. 
I 
I ten X 
I that X 
II theater X 
II their X 
I 
I 
them X 
t hen X 
1 
there X 
II 
they X 
thing X 
II 
I things X 
II 
t h ink X 
t hinking X 
II 
third ., . X 
. , 
I. t his X 
tl'lose X 
t hought X 
t hre e X 
through X 
t hrow X 
throws X 
tiger X i 
===1~.-==-=-
1 
II 
I 
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Grade Level Supplementary 1Hords 
Wo rds in Grade Level 
Spell i ng Text 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ]\'li SG: • 
time X 
today X 
tonic X 
-took X 
toys X 
train X 
trained X 
tree X 
trees X 
trick X 
tricks X 
II 
tried 
II 
X 
I truck I X 
I 
I try X I 
II trying X 
turkey X 
turkeys X 
turtle X 
turtles X 
-==-- --===.:.-=-------===----=--=-=-~ -=---===-~- ----- ---- -- ----
l1 I 
-i~ -
! 
\vords 
twirl 
two 
I umbrellas II 
II uncle 
uncles 
until 
upon 
us 
use 
used 
I 
I 
vacation 
vegetables 
very 
visit 
wagon 
waited 
waiting 
walk 
TABLE II (Continued ) 
Grade Level 
in 
Spelling Text 
2 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
·X 
----
-- -
3 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Supplementary Wads 
Grade Level 
4 5 6 7 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
.!VIisc . 
X 
TABLE I I (Cont inued ) 
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TABLE II (Continued) 
Wards Grade Level Supplementary VJor ds 
in Grade Level 
Spelling Text 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Mise. 
where X 
while X 
whistle X 
white X 
\-\Jhy X 
will X 
vdn X 
window X 
wise X 
wish X · 
with X 
wan X 
wooden X 
woods X I I 
I 
word X :I 
il 
work X 
II 
Harking X 
would X 
=========~======== 
Words 
write 
writing 
yard 
year 
yellow 
yesterday 
yet 
you 
zebra 
58 
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TABLE II (Cont i nued) 
Grade Level 
in 
Spelling Text 
2 
X 
X 
X 
X 
3 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Supplementary Words 
Grade Level 
4 5 6 7 Mi .sc. 
X 
- --- ===i===== 
This table shows that of the 609 words misspelled: 
25 5 were at the second gx~ade level 
19 9 vre re a t the t hird grade leve l 
77 were at the fourth grade level 
29 were at the fifth gr,ade l e vel 
13 were at the sixth grade l e vel 
4 were at the seventh grade level 
l was at the e i ghth grade l eve l 
Thirty-on e were class ified as miscel l aneous be cause t hey 
y.,rere n ot found i n the spelling series used. 
This table is especially s i gnificant because it shows t he 
largest number of misspelled words at any one grade level to be 
at second grade l evel, a large nu~ber of words on third and 
fourth grade level and many words at e ven higher levels . 
I n Table III the misspellings for the one hundred a n d 
fifty words rdt h the most f r e quent spelling errors were tabu-
lated u nder the five classifica tions ; omission, addition , 
substitution, transposition and pho netic . The total number of 
times each error was made was recorded . 
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TABLE III 
CLASSIFICATION OF THE ONE HUNDRED FIFTY MOST FREQUENT SPELLING .ERRORS 
Word Omission Addition Substitution Transposition Phonetic 
went wet l waet l whent 13 
when 5 wint 8 
we at 5 win 1 .I 
want 10 
what 
.2 
with wit 4 withe 8 wihe l whit 3 wheth 4 
wth 1 wieth 3 wauth 1 wiht 6 weth 1 
whith 7 woh l wive l 
when 1 
wish 1 
wath 1 
there ther 15 their 2 threr 3 theair 1 
thre 3 thire 1 three 3 thaer 5 
thyr 1 theyer J; I 
thare the;Er !± 
are ar 11 rar 1 aer 6 r 3 
ere 2 era 3 
er 1 ear 2 
rer 4 
err 2 
hous e hoes 1 houses 2:. horns 1 houes 7 hows 2 I 
hose 2 homse 1 hoe us 1 howes 1 
hous 2 hours 1 hoese 1 
hoses 1 houws 3 hoers 1 I 
huse 1 homrse 1 
home 
-
m 
11 0 
II 
(J) 
(--J 
TABLE III (Continued) 
Word Omission Addition Substitution 
daddy dady 12 daeddy 1 dab by 
dad dardy 
deddy 
daete 
every evry ll over 
very 2 
evry l 
ever ~ 
school scool 6 sclool 
shool 5 skool 
schol l schorl 
boy boey 6 bog 
boye l bay 
bod 
doy 
They the 2 thery l thay 
then 
theg 
four for 8 fouer 3 foor 
foer 
read rad 3 reard l reed 
Transposition 
1 
l 
4 
l 
l evrey 4 
2 shcool 5 
2 sclook 
2 
2 
5 
l 
3 
8 
l 
l 
3 foru l 
2 
3 raed 7 
Phonetic 
dodd 
dad de 
dadee 
dade 
evre 
vry 
skurl 
skuol 
boe 
tae 
tha 
thae 
fore 
red 
rede 
1 
3 
l 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
7 
II 
4 , 
4 
~ 
7 
7 
33 
()) 
1:\) 
n 
TABLE III (continued) 
----·- ---
\~lord Omi s sion Addition Substitution 
story sore 1 stoory 5 stoey 
sory 1 storey 1 stary 
stoy l 
again a gin 7 aha in 
agrin 
baby babby 10 bobby 
babey 4 be by 
dady 
know now 2 knevr 
kno 4 
baseball bas ball 13 basecball 2 baceball 
bas ball 
bass ball 
bach ball 
beach bech 6 buech 
bach 5 
black blak ll blace 
back l bluck 
blac 2 blaek 
like liake 2 liaek 
litke 3 leke 
lieke 3 
Transposition 
2 
l 
1 agian 4 
4 
2 
1 
2 
1 konw 2 
2 
2 
2 
l 
l baech 3 
l balck 2 
2 balk l 
l 
l liek 2 
3 
Phonetic 
store 
agen 
aghen 
aghin 
babe 
no 
beech 
beich 
blake 
lik 
12 
2 
2 
3 
4 
14 
5 
2 
l 
8 
lt 
II 
II 
II 
()) 
(N 
----
- ~- - .. - -
TABLE III (Continued) 
Word Omission Addition Substitution Transposition Phonetic 
father faher 4 feather 3 fother 3 farthir 1 I 
fathr 2 farher 3 ftha 1 I 
fater 3 farthr 1 
had hade 7 hared 2 hdae 1 hed 4 
hard 2 haed 1 hat 1 
head 
nest nees 1 neist 1 nast 3 nets 1 
nes 4 niest 1 next 6 
nerst 4 
please plase 3 pleases 2 plaese 3 ples 2 l! plese 4 palese 1 plas 2 
pelese 1 I 
pales 1 
pulees 1 
pullese 1 
apple aple 3 arppor 1 appel 5 apil 2 I 
appl 2 arple 2 a pel .: 3: 
erple 1 aphel 1 
goes go 3 groes 1 gose 7 gos 8 I I goe 
'I 
of ouf 1 off 4 fo 7 ove 1 
I, 
over 1 ofv 1 
orv 1 
oev 1 
ov 3 II 
- - -
- ~ ()) 
fP. 
TABLE III (Continued) 
Word Omission Addition Substitution Trans:Qosition Phonetic 
said sad 3 saeid 1 satd 1 siad 5 sede 2 
sid 1 side 1 sed 3 
sayed 3 
some som 3 somes 2 come 5 so om 3 
sam 2 sum 3 II 
summer sumer 3 suermmer 1 summur 2 sernrnur 2 somer 8 I ! 
sammer 3 someer 1 
came cam 5 come 8 caem 1 kam 3 
cairn 1 
kaem 1 
children chi1din 2. cheildren 2 childres 1 chri1den z:· chrlgn 1 
chi1den 4 chei1en 1 
chi1den 2 chi11drin1 
chi1drn z: cheledrin 1 I 
I 
much mch 3 march 1 murch 2' 
:I munch 1 merch 2 mach - 6 
mush 2: 
mech 2 ' -
two to 10 tow 3 
too 5 
twe 1 
I 
I 
I 
II 
(}) 
CJl 
TABLE III (Continued) 
Word Omission Addition Substitution Transposition Phonetic 
when wen 5 whent 4 want. 1 ween 1 
went 1 win l 
whan 3 
whin 2 
waen 1 
babies babes 2 babyies 4 babyes 2 
babys 10-
ball bal 2 blall 1 barl 1 boll 11 
bole 1 
bale 1 
borl 1 jump jup ) --- -- - - - 6 jmup 4 junp jimp 4 
.iamp 1 
may my 9 miay 1 mey l mae 2 
am 2 rna 3; 
and an 6 aned 3 can 3 dan 2 
add 2 
friend frind 5 fraed 1 fren 3 
fied 1 frin Jl 
frnd 2 
fried 2 
horse hors 5 horese 1 bores 4 
hose 1 hourse 2 house 4 
I 
(J) 
(J) 
_j 
e e 
II TABLE III (Continued } 
,I 
'I 
I 
Word Omission Addition Substitution T_ransposi tion Phonetic 
morning moning 10 moorning 3 rnoing 1 
moring 1 muning 1 
I 
mornig 1 
I saw sew l was 7 sor 6 
saier 1 
sore 1 
cor l 
because be case 4 becouse 2 becarss 1 
becaes 1 
be cos 1 
II 
be cawse 1 
- be coss 2 
becorse 2 
becors 1 
'I bekas 1 
I 
I 8 end nend 3 and ned 1 nd l 
an 2 nde 1 
lj 
II 
i' 
have hve l hadve l havn l hvae 2 haf 2 
II 
hove 1 haerv 1 
heve 5 
I 
kind kid 1 kiad 3 kiend 1 II 
cincl ..., ldned 
1 I .) ki ng 5 kend 2 
II II 
()) 
"'1 
I 
II 
I 
II 
Word 
11 made 
name 
our 
II 
pennies 
people 
train 
I 
away 
" 
Omission 
or 2 
penn is 5 
trin l 
tain 2 
way 3 
TABLE III (Continued) 
Addition Substitution 
maked 
maid 
make 
nane 
oure 3 oer 
owur 2 ower 
ore 
oor 
owr 
pennys 
piple 
paple 
poll 
traint 2 tuain 
thrain l 
awaey 2 alway 
arway ' 2 
awhay 1 
Transposition Phonetic 
1 maed 2 mad 5 I 
1 mayed 2 
5 
2 naem 2 nam $ 
neam 4 
2 howr 1 
2 
1 I 1 
2 
6 pinnes 1 
pines 1 
pnees 1 II pennyise l 
:enes l 
2 peple 3 II 
3 pepi1 2 
2 pepel 1 
pepele 1 
:eepl 2 
1 tirail 1 tran 2 
trian 3 traan 2 
traun l 
3 awa 2 
awey 1 II 
awae 1 
-
' 
()) 
l eo 
I 
,, 
f. 
t 
TABLE III (Continued ) 
,. Word Omission Addition Substitution Transeosition Phonetic 
birds bairds 1 bires 1 brids 7 burds: 2 
birnd 1 bards 2 
beds 1 
eaten - cath 2---cnatch 2 cash 1 each 3 
each 1 kach 3 
II chaech 1 II 
kotiach7 1 
kitch 1 II 
doll dell 1 dall $ 
dale 1 
dol i l dole 
darl 2 
farm farme 1 from 1 fram 4 fame 2 
faerm 1 form 3 fam 2 
fanm 1 
here he 1 hear 4 there 4 her 4 
haer 1 
hare 1 
keep kep 3 keelp 1 cap l cep 1 
keepe 1 kept 1 kuep 1 
keept 1 keip 1 
ceep i I kip 
little litte 2 lattle 3 lttile 2 lit til 1 
litle 3 lettle 3 
littkl 1 
()) 
tO 
- ir-
I 
TABLE III (Continued) 
Word Omission Addition Substitution Transposition Phonetic 
other oter 1 another 2 ether l othre 2 art he 1 
othr 2 othere 1 ather 2 
orther l othir l 
not her 
so soo 3 as 6 
sor 3 us l 
sow 1 saw l 
year yeaer 1 yoar 1 yare 2 yeer 2 
your l yere 2 
II 
yer 5 
II --- ----- ---------- - - ---- - -- ---- -~ ----- -- - ---~-- - - yeir 1 
II 6 1: add and a de 3 
il aed 1 
ad 4 
1 am arne l me 3 rna 3 im 1 
an 4 I' · m 2 
~~ animals annirnals 3 anirne1s l anemi1s l 
anrnels 1 
!I 
anermuls 1 
anarn1s 4 ' 
anirnles ~: 
ask aske 2 asc l aks . 5 ske l 
asek l ast 3 
esk l 
r 
- -- -- ----
...=...=:--=-=:--____:_-
--
-~ - - .: ~----==-- -=-·-
- -=-==-----==-= --- r-=-==-= 
i -.J 
I 
' 0 
I 
I' 
-----·- - - . -- ~ -- -· - -
- - ------
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TABLE III (Continued) 
vvord Omission Addition Substitution Trans2osition Phonetic 
climb climd l clime 6 
clamb 2 cliame l 
klim 2 II 
klimb l 
II kimb l 
for fo 4 far J 
fot l 
of 4 
from l 
four l 
many maney l meny 3 mene 3 
money 1 mane 4 
meney l li 
mune l 
I play placy l p1ae 1 pa1y 6 pla 2 
plaey 2 pley 1 
:Qulay 1 
send cend 5 sned l cand 1 
II sead l ceend l 
sand l 
sind 2 
sent 2: 
I 
I 
set 3 l cent 3 2 r sent senet snet cant l 
II send 2 sant 2 
I 
I take tak 4 talk 4 taek 2 taak 2 
' taik 2 
-----==-- -·-=-- - -~. ---~ 
-- -- - - -
. -
- -- = -~ 
-~ 
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TABLE III (Continued) 
\'lord Omission Addition Substi tutiol'! __ , 
this his 2 t he is 2 thrs 1 
thes 6 
whi s 1 
thers 2 
airplane airplan 3 
a plane 2 
--
ate at 5 atte 1 eat 4 
but bat 4 
put 8 
dut 1 
got gout 1 get 5 
gote 2 grt 1 
gart 1 
hop hope 5 
hopp 2 
hoep 1 
hor:ee 1 
met maet 3 mat 6 
mert 2 mit 1 
ment 1 
Transposition Phonetic 
arplan 
aerplan 
aerp1aen 
airplain 
aiernlan 
aet 3 
gort 
horp 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
4 
,, 
--,J 
{\) 
I 
I, 
----- --
TABLE III {Continued) 
Word Omission Addition Substitution Trans:eosition Phonetic 
more moer 5 mor 3 
moar 2' 
moher l 
moor· 2' 
safe saafe 2 saef 2 saf 5 
saft z· 
sa if 2 
should sou1d 3 shuold 2 shood 3 
shord l 
shoed 2) 
shed 2: 
- li 
, want wnt 1 went 5 wnat 1 whant l 
wat 1 wont 1 warnt 1 
worent 1 
wharnt l 
write writ 2 right 4 rit 2 
wit 1 rit e 2; 
li 
whrit 1 
wret l 
after afer 2: affter 3 efter 1 aft a 2 
ater l afrer 1 
afr 1 
afte l 
!; by bye z be 2: biy J 
I bry 1 bi 2: biey 2 
----- --- ---- - --- -- -
-- -
..._'J 
VI 

'I 
II 
il 
I 
___! 
·-
11 TABLE III (Continued} !t 
Word Omission Addition Substitution Transposition Phonetic 
has as 3 hais 1 hac l haz-e 1 
have 1 haZ'. 1 
hes l 
haves 
II 
heard herd 2 heared 5 hurd 4 II q 
he red l I' ,, 
mother mothr 2 mather 6 matre l 
II moher l mathir l 
moter 1 
'I I. 
my may 4 me 6 mie l il 
miy 1 
I 2 3 1 1 II near neaer never naer ner 
I II niar 1 neer 1 
I 
neir 1 nere 1 I 
neeir 1 r 
I· swimming swiming 3 siwming 1 swaming 3' tl 
sming 1 sweming 1 
I 
I siming_ 2 swimin 1 
their thir 3 three 1 thar 2 I 
ther 3 thear 1 thaer 1 
there 1 
what wehat 1 whut 4 waht 2 wut 1 
that 3 waet 1 
~~~·-·- we rat 1 
!I ...::! CJl 
I I 
II 
-r- -
!I 
II 
TABLE III (Continued) 
Word Omission Addition Substitution Transposition Phonetic 
white whit 3 whitte 1 wihte 2 wiet 1 
wyet 1 
whyt 1 
wiat 2 
word whord 1 werd 5 wered 4 
world 1 we rod 1 
working workin 2 war king 2 work en 2 
workig 1 wurking 1 werken 1 
werking 1 
walking 2 
animal annimal 4 animel 1 animle 2 
anaml 1 
anamil 1 
an emil 1 
anermul9 1 
bell bel • 1 blell 1 ball 4 blel 1 
beel 3 
bele 1 
church chrch 2 churoch 1 cherch 2 choch 1 
chirch 1 chersh- 1 
chich 1 chursh 1 
charch 1 
dog doog 2 ··bog 3 god 2 
dorg 1 dag 2 
fiod 1 
'-
'I I' -.:] l m 
i 
II 
II 
r TABLE III (Continued) 
'I ,, 
l! 
ll ' i' 
,[ 
\.Jord Omission Addition Substitution 'ljransposi tion Phonetic 1· 
door 
from 
gr ass 
hold 
likes 
dor 2 dooer 1 doer 2 
fom 2 
gras 2 
gas 1 
grss l __ _gerass 
hol 
liks 
l kes 
like 
2 holed 
hoold 
3 lilkes 
0 
'-· 
2 
doar . 3 
of 2 
for 1 
gress 1 
guess 2 
1 
3 hole 4 
1 
1 
form 
garss 
liek s 
make mak .5 made 5 
party 
played 
pa ty 
prty 
1 
1 
patty 2 praty 
playd J palyed 
plae_.9. __ _ playde 
pla.v ing _nlaing 2 ________ J2al_yi_ng 
--
II 
doher 1 11 
dour 1 i 
dore 1 
6 
1 gres 
giras 
holld 
2 lie 
maik 
2 prtee 
pr te 
parte 
£§_r t t e 
1 plad 
1 
.5 pla~lng 
l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
2 
1 
J 
4 
-.J 
....;] 
,,_ 
I 
Word Omission 
running runing 5~ 
ruing 1 
same sam 6 
store; stor 4 
sore 
until 
water \vter 1 
watr 1 
wate 1 
wish wih 2 
aunt ant 1 
-- - -·- ... - ---- -
~-= --- ------ -
- -- -- ---
TABLE III (Continued) 
Addition Substitution Transposition Phonetic 
raning 5 
some 3 sa em 1 saim 
stoere 1 stoer 4 stoor 
until1 2 in tell 
antel 
inti1 
unt1e 
unte1 
unte11 
anti1 
onti1 
woter 1 wther 
witer 1 worter 
wanter 1 whater 
whter 
wot~ 
wosh 1 whis; 4 wich 
wash 2 
wesh 1 
aent 1 arnt 
1
-lrt 1 a rent 
rent 
arint 
ante 
II 
---,r- ==-
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
-==:-__ ~::===::-::----· --- -··- -- -- ------ --- ---- ____ J. __ ~ 
I ...:1 1, co 
I 
e 
TABLE III (Continued) 
vJord Omission Addition Substitution Trans:Qosition Phonetic 
before be for .5 befour 3 befoer 1 befo.ir 1 
big bib 1 
gid 1 
dig 2 
bog 1 
beg 3 I bag 1 
bid 1 I 
boat boart 1 doat 2 baot 2 botd 1 :1 
boot 1 bot 1 
bout 1 
bort 
: I, could cold 2 cood 
coud 1 kood 1 
kud 1 I I 
cerd 1 
leg legg .5 lag 1 
leeg 1 lig 1 
lelg 1 lagg 1 
rabbit rbbit 1 raibbit- l ribbit J 
rabit .. 2 rabbit.; 1 
rac1di t . 2 
ready reddy J raedy J redd 2 
redy 1 
rede 1 
-
~-
- - - - - -· II 
-..1 
(!) 
·I t 
il 
! 
I 
II 
I 
-- - - -- ----·-- - --
TABLE III (Continued } 
vJord 
------- - -
Omission Addition Substitution Transposition __ _ :Ph.()ne_t;lc ___ 
sing sig 1 seine 1 sang 2 cing 5 
son 1 
was v,rast 1 wish 1 sav.r 5 wuz 1 
vmsz 1 
whas 1 
wooden woocl..n 2 wooded 1 'lim din 1 
woden 2 wood in 1 'Li<f01!1ldll 1 
woulded 1 wodin 1 
build buld 1 biluld 1 
bild 2 
biald 1 
bi1.ld 3 
bieald 1 
dear der 1 deer 1 daer 5 dere 1 
drea 1 
eggs ee; s 2 leggs 1 aggs 3 ge:es l ags 2 
gave gaeve 2 give 5 ga ive 1 
geve 1 gav _ 1 
gade 1 
grade grad ~- graade 1 graed 3 
him hm 1 hiem 1 ham 1 
herm 2 hem 4 
lot 1ort 2 1at 1 
lout 1 1art 1 
1ote J 
loit 1 
()) 
0 
Thi s table sh ows t h at the t ype of er r ors which we re made 
1 i n t he one hundred and fifty words of highest f r e que n cy were: 
Phonetic -- 707 
Substitution 67 2 
Omission 510 
Tr a nsposition 280 
Addition 269 
The total number of diffe r ent misspell.e d words in the four 
sub j ect areas, language, number work, spelling and social 
studies was tabulate d a n d the re sul ts follows : 
TABIE IV 
TOTAL NUMBER OF DIFF'ERENT 
WORDS MISSPELLED I N VARIOUS SUBJECTS 
.. Language Number Work Spelling Social Studies 
330 109 105 403 
This table sh ows that the largest number of errors was in 
11 social studies and the smallest number was n early .a tie between 1 
II 1 spelling and nQmber work . 
I 
I· A large p art of the writing in the second grade centers 
1
1 around the social studies and languag e and a small amount 
around number work~ This could be the reason for the difference 
li in the number of misspellings. 
I 
I 
I Table V differs from the preceding one in that it shows the • 
I tbtal number of misspelling s for each word in each of the four 
,, 
1 chosen subject areas instead of the total number of words 
~is spelled in each area. 
81 
Word 
went 
with 
there 
are 
house 
back 
where 
bird 
g irl 
ab6ut 
daddy 
eve ry 
school 
boy 
they 
:four 
read 
story 
a gain 
baby 
------ ---
82 
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TABLE V 
TOTAL NUMBER OF MISSPELLINGS IN 
EACH SUBJECT 
Language Number /, Spelling Social 
Work Studies 
16 12 19 
15 29 
27 16 
9 9 17 
ll 23 
7 18 8 
15 12 6 
6 4 21 
7 5 9 9 
9 13 7. 
ll 10 7 
17 3 7 
8 2 17 
6 8 ll 
13 12 
4 9 ll 
9 4 11 
2 17 5 
4 17 2 
6 17 
-----
Total 
47 
44 
43 
35 
34 
33 
33 
31 
30 
29 
28 
27 
27 
25 
25 
24 
24 
24 
23 
23 
--- ---
,, 
I ji 
I 
-='!!='=--- =-=- ---'- -== "'-=== 
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TABLE V (Continued) ) 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Work Studies 
know 4 19 23 
baseball 14 ~ ·' 16 22 
--- -
beach 6 16 22 I 
II black 22 22 
like 6 5 11 22 
father 7 14 21 
had 7 8 6 21 
nest 12 9 21 
please 4 12 5 21 
apple 13 8 21 
g oes 4 2 14 20 
of 4 5 11 20 
said 9 11 20 
some 4 7 9 20 
summer 3 17 20 
came 6 8 5 19 
children 8 2 5 4 19 
much 2 9 8 19 
two 5 12 2 19 I 
when 8 2 9 19 I 
I babies 7 
11 18 II I 
_I ball 10 8 18 
---- --- -~--==--- - ---- --- ~-=--~ 
8 4 
TABLE ]/II (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
WoRk Studies 
jump 9 3 6 18 
may 2 9 7 18 
and 4 10 3 17 
friend 7 2 8 17 
horse 5 3 9 17 
morning 12 2 3 17 
saw 13 2 2 17 
because 7 2 7 16 
end 16 16 
have 4 5 7 16 
kind 12 4 16 
made 4 3 9 16 
name 6 3 7 16 
our 11 5 16 
pennies 2 10 4 16 
people 3 2 2 9 16 
train 9 7 16 
away 2 4 9 15 
birds 3 12 15 
catch 8 7 15 
doll 2 2 11 15 
farm 15 15 
1\ 85 
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TABLE V (Continued) 
VVord Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Work Studies 
here 9 3 3 15 
keep 15 15 
little 4 2 9 15 
other 13 2 15 
so 11 4 15 
add 14 14 
am 6 2 6 14 
animals 6 8 14 
ask 12 2 14 
climb 7 7 14 
for 3 3 2 6 14 
many 9 5 14 
p l ay 6 8 1 4 
send 10 4 14 I' 
sent 11 3 14 l 
tak e 3 5 6 14 l 
I 
t h is 2 1 4 7 14 I 
I 
airp lan e 5 2 6 13 I 
ate 4 6 3 13 I I 13 but 13 
got 3 9 1 13 I 
- ~ hop 3 10 13 - - ---=--===-----=-- =- ---- -- - -- *= -==-----
86 
TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Vlork Studies 
met 3 10 13 
more 1 10 2 13 
safe 13 13 
should 3 10 13 
want 5 2 6 13 
write 5 8 13 
after 6 2 4 12 
by 3 2 7 12 
cake 5 2 5 12 
cousin 9 3 12 
deer Q 7 12 
each 2 4 6 12 
feel 12 12 I 
fine 12 12 I· 
g arden 3 9 12 
has 1 6 5 12 
heard 1 ll 12 
mother 1 3 8 12 
my 2 3 7 12 
near 12 12 
s vdnnning 7 5 12 I 
their 2 10 12 I i 
I 
- what 7 3 12 II ~--::..::::.=.- I 1 
I 
I 87 
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TABLE V (Continued) 
J 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Work Studies 
white 3 9 12 
word 12 12 
'JVorking 9 3 12 
a.n.imal 2 9 11 
bell 11 11 
church 4 7 11 
dog 2 5 4 11 
door 11 .1 11 
from 4 5 2 11 
grass 11 11 
hold ll .L ll 
likes 4 3 4 11 
make l 4 6 11 
party 3 1 7 11 
played 3 3 5 ll 
I 
playing 6 5 11 
'I 
run_n.ing 4 7 ll I 
I same 3 1 4 3 11 
store 1 3 7 11 
until ll 11 
water 2 9 11 
wish 11 11 
aunt 4 6 10 
-~ --- -- -- .-=:..:::: --- ==---==-
ll 
88 
TABLE V (Continued) 
TABLE V (Continued) 
vVord Languag e Number Spelling 
Work 
yesterday 7 
afraid 5 
around 1 2 
can 5 
caught 2 
circus 
come 2 2 
fat 8 
field 
first 2 6 
friends 
help 5 
her 5 
horses 2 
laid 
long 8 
marbles 
milk 
monkey 
oak 8 
parade 
riding 3 
-
-=-=--=----
Social 
Studies 
2 
3 
5 
3 
6 
8 
4 
8 
8 
3 
3 
6 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
5 
T6tal 
9 
8 
9 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 · 
8 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
:I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
89 
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TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling 
Work 
sand 
sat 8 
sister 1 
squirrel 
then 2 
vacation 2 
always 4 
an 6 
balloons 
bear 7 
bed 7 
birthday 3 4 
bowl 
brake 
brought 2 
cents 7 
does 1 5 
e gg 
ei§-1. t 7 
i'ishing 
found 2 
i'un 4 1 
man 2 1 
=-----~- ~ ~~_;=.:.:.. - - - ~--
Social 
Studies 
8 
7 
8 
6 
6 
3 
1 
7 
7 
7 
5 
1 
7 
7 
5 
2 
4 
Total 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
'I 
·I 
II 
II 
I' 
II 
I 
II 
90 
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TABLE V (Continued) 
l 
92 
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TABLE V (Continued) I 
I 
Word Languag e Number Spelling Social Total 
II Work Studies 
duck 1 1 4 6 
early 3 3 6 
i'all 2 4 6 
flowers 1 5 6 
grandmother 4 2 6 
great 1 2 3 6 
happy 6 6 
helped 6 6 
his 1 2 3 6 
home 1 1 4 6 
hurt 3 3 6 
it 1 2 1 2 6 
kitten 4 2 6 
lake 5 1 6 
lamb 2 4 6 
lots 2 4 6 
lap 6 6 
mail 6 6 
need 2 4 6 
nice 4 2 6 
over 5 1 6 I 
paint 6 6 I 
river 3 3 6 I, 
---
--
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TABLE V (Continued) 
TABlE V (Continued) 
Word Languag e Number ~ ..) Spelling Social Total 
Work Studies 
hammer 5 5 
helps 5 5 
j u st 2 3 5 
making 3 2 5 
nine 4 1 5 
pretty 5 5 
ride 1 4 5 
seat 2 3 5 
second 1 2 2 5 
show 5 5 
song 5 5 
still 1 4 5 
street 5 5 
sunshine 5 5 
teacher 5 5 
that 1 4 5 
think 3 2 5 
t h ird 3 2 5 
turtle 5 5 
us 3 2 5 
acrons 4 4 
another 4 4 
balls 4 4 
95 
TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Work Studies 
bicycle 2 2 4 
camp 4 4 
chair 2 2 4 
chicken 4 4 
chickens 4 4 
did 4 4 
dirt 4 4 
donkey 4 4 
down 4 4 
even 4 4 
fell 2 2 4 
fence 4 4 
goat 4 4 
good 4 4 
green 4 4 
h aving 2 2 4 
he. ad 4 4 
hole 4 4 
hurry 1 3 4 
inch 4 4 
Indians 3 1 4 
_j killed 4 4 
lead 4 4 
I 
II 
-----
TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Work Studies 
leaves 4 4 
liked 4 4 
machine 4 4 
makes 4 4 
nigh.t 2 2 4 
ocean 4 4 
penny 4 4 
picture 4 4 
policeman 4 4 
puppies 4 4 
put 4 4 
rain 4 4 
rooster 4 4 
safety 4 4 
sick 4 LL 4 
snal1:e 4 4 
soft 4 4 
something 4 4 
stopped 4 4 
tadpole 1 3 4 
talk 4 ;'~: 4 
taught 4 4 
tall 4 4 
------
-----
-
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========~v----- ~=-=-=-=-=-======~==== ======~===========-~ -~~======iF====--=-
TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Work Studies 
vegetables 4 4 
warm 4 4 
wheel 4 4 
while 4 ' 4 
yard 4 4 
afternoon 3 3 
alligator 3 3 
bigger 3 3 
bites 3 3 
blueberry 3 3 
bottles 3 3 
box 3 3 
bracelet 3 3 
bright 1 2 3 
call 3 3 
clay 2 1 3 
clean 3 3 
climbing 3 3 
co l d 3 3 
corn 3 3 
dance 3 3 
~ dancing 3 3 died 3 3 I ----- - -·---- ---------- ---
-=r I I 
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TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Nu..."''lber Spelling Social Total 
Work S:budies 
-~------
Memorial 3 3 
mountains 3 3 
named 1 2 3 
new 3 3 
oats 3 3 
off 2 1 3 
oldest 3 3 
once 3 3 
open 3 3 
pail 3 3 
ponies 3 3 
pool 3 3 
putting 3 3 
quarter 3 3 
ran 3 3 
really 1 2 3 
red 3 3 
right 3 3 
robin 3 3 
rock 3 3 
rope 3 3 
round 3 3 
G_n€, . 3 
TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling 
Work 
seven 3 
shells 
side 
six 3 
stayed 3 
stick 
suppose 1 
swim 
swings 1 
tiger 
tLme 2 1 
tree 
trees 
trick 
truck 2 
turkey 3 
waiting 
walking 3 
wash . 
washed 
window 3 
wise 3 
w.o..uld. 1 
Social 
Studies 
... 
.::> 
3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 
3 
3 
3 
2 
rrotal 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
I 
il 
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TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Vvork Studies 
barked 2 2 
biscuits 2 2 
b-ounee 2 2 
bounced 2 2 
bread 2 2 
bring 2 2 
bus 2 2 
called 2 2 
car 2 2 
carry 2 2 
chase 2 2 
climbed 2 2 
color 2 2 
cotton 2 2 
cut 2 2 
didn't 2 2 
eat 2 2 
ever 2 2 
eye 2 2 
falls 1 1 2 
family 2 2 
fi ght 2 ~~ 2 
_fill_ 2 
102 
TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Work Studies 
fire 2 2 
fisherman 2 2 
five 2 2 
light 2 2 
live 2 2 
look 2 2 
mine 2 2 
minute 2 2 
mus ic 2 2 
nai ls 2 2 
needs 2 2 
next 2 2 
north 2 2 
old 1 l 2 
or 2 2 
out l l 2 
paper 2 2 
pigeons 2 2 
pile 2 2 
pond 2 2 
puppy 2 2 
getting 2 2 
-Lv..e 
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TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Nu mber Spe lling Social Total 
Work Studies 
g lad 2 2 
hands 2 2 
happened 2 2 
hello 2 2 
hide 2 2 
h it 2 2 
hope 2 2 
hopped 2 2 
hunting 2 2 
if 2 2 
jumped 2 2 
June 2 2 
rabbits 2 2 
rainy 2 2 
ranch 2 2 
road 2 2 
robins 2 2 
roof 2 2 
ropes 2 2 
seen 2 2 
shining 2 2 
skip 2 2 
I' 
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TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Numbe r Spelling Social Total 
\Nork Studies 
sleepy 2 2 
soldie\11 2 2 
stepped 2 2 
stop 2 2 
string 2 2 
supper 2 2 
sweater 2 2 
telling 2 2 
teeth 2 2 
ten 2 2 
thinking 2 2 
those 2 2 
throw 2 2 
throws 2 2 
tonic 2 2 
t ook 2 2 
tried 2 2 
turkeys 2 2 
twirl 2 2 
uncle 2 2 
visit 2 2 
wa gon 2 2 
wanted 2 2 
------- ~-~----· ------~---
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TABLE V (Continued ) 
Word Lan guage Number Spelling Social ~rot al 
Work Studies 
way 2 2 
weeks 2 2 
whistle 2 2 
win 2 2 
woods 2 2 
writing 2 2 
you 2 2 
anniversary 1 1 
boards 1 1 
boxes 1 1 
bridge 1 1 
cellar 1 1 
child 1 1 
c ouldn't 1 l 
cream 1 1 
dancer 1 1 
deep 1 l 
delivers 1 1 
digging 1 1 
dogs 1 1 
dollars 1 1 
dre ssed 1 1 
_ eas 1 1 
I, 
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TABlE V (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Work Studies 
easy 1 l 
everyth ing 1 1 
farmer 1 1 
fourth 1 1 
fruit 1 l 
game l 1 
living l l 
mice l l 
moves 1 l 
nose l l 
not 1 1 
own l l 
park 1 l 
pints l l 
p lace 1 l .. 
plants 1 l 
plays l l 
puddles l 1 
h elper 1 l 
hens 1 l 
holding 1 l 
in l 1 
jumping 1 l 
TABLE V {Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling 
Work 
kept 
kick 
lettuce 
quarts 1 
raining 
rode 1 
rose 
rough 
runs 
sail 
seashore 
secret 1 
she 1 
shell 
sit 
someone 
south 
spring 
Sunday 
sure 
tag 1 
television 1 
theater 1 
Social 
Studies 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Tata.l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
I 
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TABLE V (Continued) 
Word Language Number Spelling Social Total 
Work Studies 
thing 1 1 
things 1 1 
thought 1 1 
through 1 1 
today 1 1 
trained 1 1 
tricks 1 1 
trying 1 1 
umbrellas 1 1 
uncles 1 1 
upon 1 1 
used 1 1 
waited 1 1 
wants 1 1 
watches 1 1 
yet 1 1 
zebra 1 1 
-, 
The results shown in this table were similar to those in I 
I 
I 
the preceding table with the largest numb er of errors in the 
social studies and the smallest number of errors in number work. 
II The reason for this could be the varying amounts or written 
1 
work in each area as explained previously. 
I 
I Of a total of 4,105 mfu sspellings, 1,173 were in language, 
1 109 
I 
415 were in number work, 810 were in spelling and 1, 707 were in ; 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
social studies. 
,, 
II 
I 
I, 
I 
I 
' 
I 
I 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Summary. The purpose of this study was to compile, tabu-
late and analyze the spelling errors in the written work of 'I 
ninety pupils in the three second grades in a large elementary '' 
school for a period of eight weeks . 
From this study it was found that: 
1. The frequency of misspellings ranged from 1 to 47 
errors per word. 
2. The words used by these second graders varied 
from the second to the eighth grade level. 
3 . The largest number of errors were phonetic, 
substitution was second and omission was third. 
4 . More different words were misspelled and there 
were more misspellings in social studies than in 
any other subject. 
5. More than half of the words misspelled by these 
second graders were supplementary words or words 
that hadn't been taught. 
6. The total number of misspelling s was 4,105 and the 
total number of misspelled words was 609 . 
Concliisioris. 
1. The words in the spelling text do not adequately 
meet the needs of these second grade children in 
their free _writing. 
-110-
'I 
II 
I 
·--- ·----=~===== --~-r lll ~~~ 
2. There is much ne e d for class and indi~idual supple
1
i 
mentary spelling lists. 
11 3. Many opportunities should be provided for use of !: 
. ===-----~-=== 
,I 
words which are found to be common in the child- II 
ren's writing vocabularies. 
4. Pupils make too little transfer from words that 
have been taught to their written work. 
5. Spelling methods should allow pupils to develop 
a spelling vocabulary through free writing and 
directed writing. 
6. The social studies area provides a good basis for 
a supplementary word list. 
7. It appears that in the teaching of spelling more 
emphasis should be placed on phonetics. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR F:U""RTHER STUDY 
1. Sample a larger population in different localities 
to compare spelling difficulties. 
2 •. Do a similar study for a whole year. 
3 . Do a similar study to compare the spelling 
achievement of boys with girls . 
4. Do a similar study to compare the number and types 
of errors of groups of children using a basic text 
with groups using a supplementary list. 
112 
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